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Provincial Rates
These rates, which exclude municipal taxes, are levied chiefly for the construction and repair of roads, the up-keep of schools and dispensaries, village sanitation, and other local expenditure. They are generally assessed on the annual * assets' or rent value of land, which is calculated variously in different Provinces, according to the nature of the prevailing system of land tenure. In T 904-5 the net receipts amounted to 418 lakhs', of which nearly half was administered by local hoards.
Acts authorizing the levy of hx'ul cesses on the land rental History of were first passed in Bombay and Madras between 1865 and 1869. This principle was extended in pursuance of Lord Mayo's scheme of financial dercntralization. In 1871 Acts were passed levying a similar cess in Bengal, the United Provinces, and the Punjab. In the Punjab and Oudh cesses for roads, schools, and the District post, assessed at the time of the land revenue settlement, were continued side by side with the new general cess* Similar settlement cesses were levied in the Central Provinces, in Burma (from 1865), and in Assam (from 1874). The total Provincial rates, consisting for the main part of the general land cess, amounted to 184 iakh.s net in 1872-3 and to i8a lakhs net in 1876 7,
In 1877-8 further local taxation was imposed in several Provinces, to make up the additional revenue needed to carry out the famine insurance policy of Lord Lytton's Government, In Bengal a public works cess, at a maximum rate of half an anna in the rupee, was established, in addition to the road cess of the same amount previously levied, The existing cesses were raised in the United Provinces, the Punjab^ and the Central Provinces; and in Assam a general cess was substituted for the settlement cess. A similar measure had been carried out m Burma in 1876, No addition was made to the rate in Madras and Bombay, as those Provinces were at the time actually suffering from famine. In 1879-80 the total collection from the general land cess amounted to 233 lakhs.
The extension of the system of local self-government carried out by Lord Ripon's Government in 1883-4 affected the control and disposal erf the funds; but the new Acts did not in general materially alter the rates at which the cesses were levied, though in some Provinces the general and settlement cesses were combined into a single cess. ' In 1905 financial prosperity enabled the Government of to give substantial assistance to local funds* In the first